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Why is DCS valuable to the UCDSB, our children and our community?

Academic Achievement

 DCS is a model for small rural schools and how strong services and academic achievement can occur in this setting. 



Why is DCS valuable to the UCDSB, our children and our community?

Providing Full Access to Programs

DCS provides learning 
opportunities to the 

students similar to larger 
schools. 

i.e. guitar in the 
classroom/guitar club, Scientists 

in the Classroom, guest artists 
etc. (PC assists in raising funds to 
ensure activities are affordable 

for all).  

We have extra-curricular 
activities such as x-country, 

soccer, volleyball, basketball, 
track and field, badminton and 
slo pitch. Our focus on the arts 
is comprehensive with drama in 

our curriculum and musicals. 

Provide innovative  
programming that 

enhances the curriculum 
and makes learning 

meaningful and relevant, 
particularly for the rural 

community. 

Currently partnering with 
Algonquin College Applied 
Research Program to bring 
outdoor education to DCS. 

Our school garden has enabled 
us to partner with The Table to 

bring health and nutrition 
education and hands-on 

learning to our children through 
cooking with food that they 
have grown (seed to table 

learning).

Our schools programs and achievements have been well presented in three local papers and on 
social media on a regular basis providing a positive reflection of the Township and UCDSB. 



Rural education - heart 

of the community

• We have a pollinator and vegetable garden; 

butterfly garden, bird houses, pumpkin patch. 

• Helping students understand that they are stewards 

for the environment. As evidenced at the school’s 

Harvest Feast in partnership with The Table. Junior 

Gardeners Program hosted by the Perth Horticulture 

Society; Local Conservation Authority – gave DCS 

funds for a butterfly program. 

• Learning opportunities with speakers such as Paul 

Lacelle (President of Lanark County Bee Keeping 

Club and Ed Lawrence (Chief Horticulturalist for 30 

years to the Governor General and Prime Minister) 

and Ramsey Hart (Executive Director of The Table). 

• Take Me Outside Day has been a success with 

support from the local Scouts who taught the 

children orienteering. 

DCS is truly the centre of our community. We bring in parents, 
grandparents, community residents, local businesses to our school 
regularly to share their knowledge and skills with our students to 
foster a cohesive, familiar and supportive community at Drummond 
Central School, thereby making DCS the hub of our community.

DCS is a family oriented community. We get to know our 
neighbours, although it is becoming more difficult when so 
many of our youth are leaving our community for 
schooling. Parents often connect through school events 
and activities their children participate in. 

We are a rural school which allows us to have a hands on, tangible 
engagement with our natural environment



What else makes a school valuable?  A 

school should provide the foundation for 

student well-being and engagement.

Inclusive environment – is 
created and supported by 

the community. 

Teachers are excited to 
introduce a variety of 

cultural experiences to 
children. 

Children with special needs 
and their parents create 

opportunities for all students 
to learn and appreciate 

what their specialness 
means.                     

• Parent Council provides 
discretionary funds to ensure 
every student can participate in 
all activities. 

• Student leadership 
opportunities – older children 
often have opportunities to 
assist with younger students

• Variety of programs offered to 
enhance student social and 
emotional development re: 
Mindful Schools Program, Roots 
of Empathy, Go Girls, OPP KIDS, 
Terrific Kids and Big 
Problems/Little Problem 
Programs. As such, there is a 
very low incidence of bullying 
behavior resulting in no to low 
suspension rates at this school.



Mindful Schools Curriculum: An example of innovation in student well-being

The mindful 
schools 

curriculum: 
Currently 

offered to the K 
thru Grade 3

Research shows 
increases in 
attention, 
emotional 
regulation, 

adaptability, 
compassion, 

calming & 
resilience

A forward 
thinking program 
offered at DCS 

because of 
parent 

commitment to 
the school 

Reflects the 
importance  

placed on the 
social emotional 
development of 
the children that 

attend.



All rural 
schools are 
valued by 

their 
communities

Closing rural 
schools is a short 
term financial fix 
that disregards 
the long term 

costs to children, 
families & 

communities

Let’s find a viable 
solution together to 
save our rural roots 

and keep children in, 
and engaged in, 

their communities in 
order to create a 

foundation of healthy 
lifelong learning!

Recommendations for rural education 



The Price of Progress

A little girl must go to school,
The law is hard and fast,
The village school has had its day,
They've torn it down at last.

No more a child skips down the road,
With neither fear or fuss,
But fighting to hold back the tears,
Is loaded on the bus.

Over miles and miles of bumpy road,
The bus just lumbers on,
While in the back a little girl,
Thinks all her friends have gone.

There's nothing to look forward to,
No neighbour's kids to greet,
Or maybe for a week or two,
To share a big sister's seat.

No more a sleigh comes down the road,
For all who care to wait,
But a little girl half frozen,
Stands shivering at the gate.

And education free for all,
We value it so much,
But when we closed the rural school,
We lost the human touch.

Written by Gordon Stewart, 

Lanark County


